CHAPTER XVIII
ZHUS SPAKE ZARATHUSTRA :   PAKT IV
AFTEE the completion of the third part of Zaratliustra in February, 1884, the author, as we have seen, long regarded the work as complete. From his memoranda and letters it is evident that Zarathustra was meant to close with that song of eternal recurrence. Nevertheless we find plans from the winter of 1883-84 for a continuation of Zarathustra, which are, however, not identical with the present fourth part. They were put aside, but appear from their contents as plans for a new Zarathustra in three or four parts. Finally, however, my brother was entirely occupied with his prose philosophical work, which was becoming more and more extensive.
It was at Zurich that my brother first expressed his intention of continuing Zarathustra. As the disputes with the publisher Schmeitzner became more and more frequent, my brother proposed to look for a new publisher, who might be willing to buy the rights for all his works from Schmeitzner. When he went from Ziirich to Mentone and made great advance with his continuation of Zarathustra, he wrote to me: "If all goes well, I shall need a publisher and printer for the fourth part in January. The sale must be effected by then, for I shall not be able to induce any publisher to print the fourth part if the other three are not in his hands. In all negotiations for the sale, not a word must be said of this fourth part or of the now inevitable fifth and sixth parts (it's no good, before doing anything else I must deal my son Zarathustra his glorious death, otherwise he won't leave me in peace)."
From this letter we see that he then intended to write